HAMIOTA MUNICIPALITY
Policies and Procedures

Policy Number:        200.8                                                         Section: Public Works
Subject: Road Maintenance: Snow Clearing
Passed by Resolution of Council: 20220202-04



POLICY/PROCEDURE

The urban crews prefer clearing snow; if the weather has subsided, at 2:00 am onward so the streets are clear before traffic begins in the morning.  The work is done by the wheel loader with a blade.
Two (2) streets, Birch Avenue and 3rd Street from Maple Avenue to Birch Avenue are four (4) passes with the loader and can take up to one (1) hour each.  In order to expedite, the wheel loader will clear one (1) pass on the north side of Birch Avenue along the curb side and along the west side of 3rd Street along the curb and then the motor graders, they leave in the morning, can clear the snow on Birch to the South side and 3rd to the east side, Maple Avenue from 1st to 5th & 4th Street is the responsibility of Manitoba Infrastructure.
Sidewalks are cleared after a snowfall as shown on attached Schedule ‘B’.
Once the motor graders have completed Birch Avenue and 3rd Street they will move to the rural areas with the priority being Park West School Division Bus routes followed by primary roads marked in blue and secondary marked in green. 
Rural residents request driveways to be cleared must sign a liability waiver; clearing will occur as requested at the discretion of the operator at a rate approved by Council. 
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If rural roads are blocked to a point a motor grader cannot get through, a dozer may be rented to open it.  If a storm is serious enough that many roads are blocked then many dozers should be used to open them as quickly as possible.  A list of available dozers should be available to be contacted by Public Works staff as needed.
The Public Works staff may create snow traps in fields along side road allowances by ridging snow in fields to limit snow blowing onto road allowances.  All land owners will be notified prior to Public Works entering onto their land for the purpose of creating snow traps.
Between spring and fall of each year council may allocate an amount of money for the purpose of clearing brush along road allowances where snow will pile in.
Where large amounts of snow pile in areas amount the urban centre where it restricts the flow of traffic or may cause problems with drainage crews will use the loaders and trucks to remove the snow to a designated snow dump contract.
In the rural area each spring, before the thaws, machinery roads are opened and snow removed so it does not melt on the roads and make them soft.


· Machinery is not recommended to run during extremely cold conditions.  
· It is recommended that snow clearing is resumed after blizzard-like conditions subside.
· Snow ridges are a regular result of snow clearing operation. They will not be cleared automatically by the municipality.
· Residential back lanes will not be cleared.
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